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so for some centuries after the union with Rome. For
almost a century and a quarter after the submission of
their patriarch to the pope, the Greek Catholics continued
to follow the Eastern calendar, thus observing the fixed
feasts twelve days later than the Roman church, with which
they were supposed to be in full communion, and, cele-
brating Easter also at a different date, save on such rare
occasions when the movable feasts of the paschal week
happened to coincide. The sudden order issued by the
patriarch in 1857 to his bishops, commanding them to
enforce the celebration of Easter at the same time with the
Latins, threatened to disrupt the Greek Catholic commun-
ion. This order involved the adoption of the whole Roman
calendar. Two parties were at once formed: one in sup-
port of the patriarch, the other in defiant rebellion. This
controversy troubled the peace of the Greek Catholic
Church for a number of years. The seceders secured two
churches in Beyrout and Damascus, with the intention of
establishing a new rite under the name of Oriental Greeks,
but in 1865 they decided to follow the example of the Syrian
and Armenian Catholics and of the Maronites, and joined
the patriarch's party in celebrating Easter of that year ac-
cording to the Roman calendar.1
This concession to Western practice, however, has not
altered the essential Eastern character of the Greek Catholic
Church. Members of the local hierarchy jealously guard
against attempts at encroachment on their rights which
they suspect the Jesuits and other Latin orders of enter-
taining. Their theology is tridentine, but not so their
discipline and ritual. The two Greek communions use
practically the same service books, though the Greek Catho-
lics have slightly altered some of the prayers. A Roman
Catholic would find it hard to detect any difference, as be-
tween the two Greek communions, in the interior arrange-
ment of churches, in the conduct of services, and in the
ordinary appearance and ecclesiastical vestments of the
clergy. Differences there are, but covering minor matters
1 See de Jehay (op. at), p. 274, and "Religion in the East/1 by Dr-
John Wortabet, pp. 98-100.

